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Students’ names
mark final beam
By Gia Pham
STAFF WRITER

GIA PHAM | SPARTAN DAILY

Kinesiology senior Maxine Gutierrez signs her name in sharpie on the last beam
of the Interdisciplinary Science Building outside Duncan Hall Monday morning.

About 70 students etched their names
into the final construction beam of the
new Interdisciplinary Science Building in
black and blue sharpies Monday morning.
“This [beam] is going to be up on top
of the building and, of course, it’s going
to be incorporated into the structure. You
won’t be able to see these names, but still,
people feel they want to be connected to
it,” said College of Science Dean Michael
Kaufman. “I think the fact that so many
people are showing up is an indication
that there is a lot of pent up desire to have
new facilities and people feel like they are
part of it, which is great.”
The new building is projected to open
in Spring 2022, Kaufman said.
Around $120 million of the funding
for the project came from California
State University trustees, as well as a
combination of campus reserves and
money from the College of Professional
and Global Education, Kaufman said.
“We are on budget. We are on schedule,
all is good,” said Charlie Faas, vice
president of Administration and Finance.
The last academic structure built on
campus was about 30 years ago and
like most buildings on campus, it was
designed for traditional classroom

This is just the beginning.
It’s been a long time since
we’ve invested in academic
buildings at this campus, this
happens to be the first of
those, but you’re going to see
expansion in other areas of
the university as well.
Michael Kaufman

College of Science Dean

experiences or office spaces, Faas said.
However, the building will feature
instruction and research labs on each
floor, as well as dedicated collaboration
spaces conjoining the two. The
collaboration spaces are designed to
advance SJSU’s academic excellence and
teaching methods, Kaufman said.
“We have a lot of new faculty who are
both committed to the research that we
are going to build into this building and
are very interested in being in a place like
SCIENCE | Page 2

‘Artivists’ paint over blast walls
By Vicente Vera
SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR

Photos by Blue Nguyen
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Barriers known as “blast walls”
have been erected around the
city of Kabul, Afghanistan during
the past four decades of conflict,
constructing a maze within the
city.
Built by Afghan government
officials, oligarchs and foreign
military
as
a
way
to
protect their
own
homes
and structures
from the blasts
of
nearby
explosions,
the
walls
are irregularly constructed
in parts of the city.
Self-proclaimed “artivist” and
Kabul native, Kabir Mokamel,
said he felt under siege by the
walls.
“They make Kabul streets really
narrow and deadly for us because
[officials] live behind the walls,
and all the terrorism happens
within these corridors,” Mokamel
said.
With thousands of steel and
concrete blast walls throughout
the city towering up to eight
meters high and no way to get rid
of them, Mokamel came up with a
way to make the walls disappear –
painting over them.

He and his artistic partner
Omaid Sharifi spoke at the
Student
Union
Theater
Wednesday about how the
barriers led to the creation of
their art collective, ArtLords.
“Imagine San Jose [State] being
covered up by these big blast walls,
it’s suffocating
and it makes
it look like
a
prison,”
Sharifi said
to the crowd
of
about
40 student.
“Kabul
is
becoming that type of prison.”
The ArtLords said they sought
to change not only the public
perception of the city’s blast walls,
but also that of art in Afghanistan.
A country with a government that
has not fully realized the merits
of art.
“If you hear about Afghanistan,
you hear about drug lords, war
lords, the corrupt lords, even
though ‘lord’ is such a beautiful
word,” Sharifi said. “They thought
a lord would come with a gun or
an RPG. We thought we could
change the whole notion of
‘lord.’ ”

Afghan art collective
turns war-torn barriers
into art installations

The ArtLords produced about a dozen replicas of
their blast wall paintings to exhibit at the Student
Union Theater Wednesday. These are a few.
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Black history legacy lives on
By Diana Avila

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

ABOUT
The Spartan Daily prides
itself on being the San Jose
State community’s top news
source. New issues are
published every Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday
throughout the academic
year and online content
updated daily.
The Spartan Daily is written
and published by San
Jose State students as an
expression of their First
Amendment rights.
Reader feedback may be
submitted as letters to the
editor or online comments.
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West African drums echoed
throughout the Student Union
Ballroom during the 2020 Black
History Month Celebration at San
Jose State.
Organizers from the MOSAIC
Cross Cultural and the AfricanAmerican/Black Student Success
Center worked together to continue
the festivity this year, after its 2019
revival.
“It’s important to celebrate this
month because it reminds the people
that are oppressed, that they hold
a value,” African-American Studies
senior Aarron Booker said.
The festivities included traditional
celebrations such as “libations” which
is a ceremony to communicate with
ancestors with respect and purpose.
Claude Ferguson, percussionist
of the Claude Ferguson Drum
and Dance group performed at
the ceremony, which included
drumming and a spiritual chant
which he repeated while walking
amongst the audience.
Ferguson said if ancestors are
called without any purpose or
respect it can cause bad luck.
After the ritual, Ferguson
expressed the importance of having
a close connection with ancestors
and remembering about what they
have been through in the past.
Some students also shared similar
ideologies as they remember the
history of their ancestors.
“We have a department that has
been here more than 50 years,”
Booker said. “It caters to challenges
. . . systemic inequities that not
just African Americans face, but
minorities all together, you know. We
cater to the idea that fundamentally
everybody has a need.”
Even though Black students make
up slightly more than 3% of the
university population, according
to the SJSU Office of Institutional
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Performer Claude Ferguson speaks with Sonja Daniels, associate vice president of campus life, and her son
Maxwell during the libations ceremony for the 2020 SJSU Black History Month Celebration Monday night.

Research, some say their legacy at
the university is still strong.
“I think it’s important to
remember that the school at one
point had a heavy African American
presence on the campus,” applied
mathematics senior Marcel Leath
said. “I think it’s just important to
kind of, like, say that we’re still here,
we still contribute to this campus.”
Leath said that the African
American legacy is still felt
throughout the SJSU community
as well as other surrounding
communities.
Although the festivities focused
on African American history,
students from different backgrounds
came to the event to celebrate and
support.
“I’ve always shown a lot of love
and respect for Black History Month
because I grew up in West Oakland,”

SCIENCE
Continued from page 1
SJSU, which has a lot of first-gen students,
essentially helping to move people up into
good careers,” Kaufman said.
He said another feature of the building
will be flexible collaboration spaces in the
northeast corner of the building where
students and faculty can meet up formally
or informally.
Fellow students can work side by side with
SJSU faculty on original research.
A floor and a half will be dedicated to
programs from the College of Professional
and Global Education, Kaufman said.
“It resonates with employers to say,
‘[SJSU is] teaching in the 21st century, they
are teaching in the future, they are teaching
for our needs,’ ” Faas said.
The building is part of a new campus
master plan that will evaluate other buildings
on campus and innovate spaces that are

psychology junior Jesus Soriano
said. “I grew up in a predominantly
Black neighborhood, so my whole
life that was my environment.”
Soriano said he came to the
event to learn more about African
American history, enjoying some
good food and meeting new people.
Other students said that it’s
important to celebrate and support
each other as minorities.
“I think of every time we have a
history month is like an opportunity
to kind of focus in on a community
and learn what we can from what
they went through their history here
in the United States in particular,”
Booker said.
Faculty members addressed some
of the issues that can come with
only dedicating one month a year to
remember and celebrate minorities.
“I think that Black history month

outdated, Faas said.
“This
is
just
the
beginning,” Kaufman said.
“It’s been a long time since
we’ve invested in academic
buildings at this campus,
this happens to be the first FAAS
of those, but you’re going
to see expansion in other areas of the
university as well.”
The entirely glass-exterior, eight-story
building will have the letters “SJSU” in
silver, which Faas said, will catch the
eyes of passengers on incoming airplanes
landing at the Norman Y. Mineta San Jose
International Airport.
“It’s going to be very obvious what our
campus is, so people will be able to see
that as they are flying into one of the
highest growing airports in the country
right now,” Faas said. “This is going to
be a statement building on campus. It’s
going to be a statement building in the
city
of
San
Jose
and
it’s
a

for me has been a month where
white people trump out token Black
people from the past to appease
us,” communication studies assistant
professor Nikki Yeboah said. “It’s
only for a few days and it’s only like
10 people whose names keep getting
recycled.”
Yeboah said even though Black
history month is a start to recognize
African Americans, their history
should be remembered more than
one month a year.
“There is no American History
without Black history,” Yeboah
said. “We arrived at the same time
and we’re deeply embedded in the
cultural provenance that this country
has at an international level.”

Follow Diana on Twitter
@dianaavila284

statement building for the whole
California State University system.”
Kinesiology senior Maxine Gutierrez, who
plans to graduate at the end of the spring
semester, was one of the many students who
signed the beam.
“There’s a lot of new students every year
and it’ll be great to have more space for
students to learn,” Gutierrez said.
Under her name, Gutierrez signed
“Spartan Quidditch” to instill the building
with the sense of community she found from
the club sport.
She said adding that to the beam would be
a good luck charm which will welcome and
comfort future students, reassuring them
that they too will find their home at SJSU.
“It’s been my home on campus
where I made the most friends,”
Gutierrez said.
Follow the Spartan Daily on Twitter
@SpartanDaily
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Influenced by modern artists
from Banksy to Andy Warhol,
the ArtLords said they took
brushes to the war-torn walls in
Afghanistan and created around
1,700 paintings.
But Mokamel and Sharifi have
faced opposition from groups
within Kabul such as practitioners
of Sharia, a canonical Islamic
law, who took offense to their
portraits of women.
Despite the blowback, only
three of their paintings have been
destroyed.
“With every brush of stroke
and paint that [is] put on the wall,
that much of the wall disappears,”
Sharifi said.
Multiple replicas of their
murals and street paintings,
which stood on display all over
the Student Union Theater,
mimicked the texture of the blast
walls.
“It just gives [students]
that context,” Mokamel said

Imagine San Jose [State] being covered up by
these big blast walls, it’s suﬀocating and it
makes it look like a prison. Kabul is becoming
that type of prison.
Omaid Sharifi

ArtLords co-founder

regarding the deliberate decision
to give the canvas presented
at the Student Union Theater
a wall-like feel.
During
the
roundtable
discussion hosted by journalism
and justice studies lecturer
Halima Kazem-Stojanovic, both
artists spoke about their lifelong
work and efforts to engage
hundreds of other artists in
Kabul.
“You guys are celebrities in
Afghanistan, but Al Jazeera
also reports that you have been
called ‘infidels’ and that you
should be killed for your work,”
said Kazem-Stojanovic, who
spent 12 years as a reporter in

Afghanistan.
Both artists acknowledged
their work comes with safety
risks, but they made a conscious
decision to pursue “artivism”
because of its positive impacts on
the citizens of Kabul.
Those who feel impacted and
empowered by the presence of
the ArtLords often show their
appreciation in subtle ways,
Sharifi said.
“When you are painting on
the street, somebody brings you
green tea because they think the
whole day you’ve been standing
on a ladder and painting,” he said.
“That’s how they show their love.”
Psychology sophomore Andrea

Alcala said she
came to the event
as an extra credit
opportunity, but
stayed because
the
ArtLords’
story caught her SHARIFI
attention.
“I genuinely thought it was
interesting and I had my own
questions to ask,” Alcala said.
“I just found myself still taking
notes and writing things down
about what they had to say.”
Toward the end of the
roundtable discussion, the
conversation circled back to the
40 years of war Afghanistan and
its citizens have endured.
“I’ve heard the American
narrative that this country
is not fixable,” Sharifi said.
“Give us a chance, it hasn’t
been barely 15, 16 years that
we got the chance and resources
to change something. Maybe in
10 years Afghanistan can really
change.”
Follow Vicente on Twitter
@VicenteSJSU
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Women directors lack representation
directors who have
contributed to 1,300 of
the top-grossing films in
America according to a
University of Southern
California’s Annenberg
Inclusion Initiative
report, a USC program
studying and tackling

But, here’s the dilemma.
A celebrity can only vote
for those within the same
category as them. This
means that Kaling and
Jones can only vote for
best actress.
In 2018, the governing
board had finally released

Shruthi Lakshmanan
STAFF WRITER

Ringing into 2020, one
would assume that female
representation would be
abundant at the Oscars.
But it seems that the
Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences
are still stuck in the 1920s,
with women director
nominees being a scarcity.
Since the first Oscars
ceremony in 1929, there
have only been five female
directors nominated,
according to a recent
United Nations Women’s
Twitter post.
Among the five, only one
secured a golden statue.
Kathryn Bigelow snagged
the best director award in
2012 for her incredible film
“The Hurt Locker.”
Who knew a woman
could direct a movie
about an Explosive
Ordinance Disposal team
getting infiltrated by
enemies of the Iraq war,
and then win an award for
her depiction?
Don’t worry ladies, we
still won with some stellar
nominations in this year’s
awards for best actress and
supporting actress.
We should be thankful,
because to compensate for
our inability to measure

Clearly, the academy’s
governing body does not
care enough about women
to provide us with an equal
playing field.

ILLUSTRATION BY NATHAN DOYE

up to men’s talents, they
segregated the previous
categories to give us a
winning chance.
Clearly, the academy’s
governing body does not
care enough about women
to provide us with an equal
playing field, so, why not
increase our opportunities
and elevate our experience by
gendering all the categories
including best director?
No sir, women and
men do not need to have
similar muscle mass or
body weight index to
compete for an award that

is dedicated for creativity.
I know – shocker.
It’s understandable
that there needs to be
a distinction between
women and men on an
athletic field because
of genetic factors, but
to assume that body
composition and
creative disposition
are synonymous is
just undermining any
woman’s capabilities.
It’s interesting that
“Little Women,” led by
female director Greta
Gerwig, was nominated for

Nintendo needs
better winnings
Chris Padilla
STAFF WRITER

Winning first place at the
Evolution Championship
Series (EVO) Japan 2020 in
“Street Fighter V” can net you
a cool 1 million yen or $9,000.
Winning first place at
“Soul Calibur VI” is worth
500,000 yen or $4,500.
What’s the prize for
winning first at “Super Smash
Bros. Ultimate?”

This slap in
the face just
goes to show
that Nintendo
doesn’t respect
its professional
players.

Shuto “Shuton” Moriya,
who won first place with
Captain Olimar, found that
the feat wins you a Switch
Pro Controller, valued at $59,
with a Smash symbol on it.
This slap in the face
just goes to show that
Nintendo doesn’t respect its
professional players.
To put into perspective
just how much Nintendo

does not seem to take the
fast-growing field of esports
seriously, consider that EVO
Japan is actually on the low
end of prize winnings.
OG, the winners of the
2019 “Dota 2” tournament,
The International, won over
$15 million, which split
evenly among the five players
is about $3 million each.
Even the comparably
modest “League of Legends”
World Championship 2019
paid out over $800,000 to the
winning team.
Players in its professional
league, the League
Championship Series, are
salaried on top of that.
Nintendo has always
done things in its own way
and while their approach
has yielded them some
unique and game-changing
contributions to gaming, their
refusal to adopt innovations
long held as industry
standards has shot them in the
foot multiple times.
Its online networks makes
finding a game with your
friends a chore, despite
Microsoft perfecting the
process almost two decades
ago with the original Xbox.
It is also way behind
in the graphics race, only
recently adopting the 1080p
graphics on the Nintendo
Switch despite the fact that
1080p was the standard for
game consoles by 2015 and
modern consoles are now
moving into 4K territory.
And of course, in what is
quickly becoming a billiondollar industry, Nintendo is
effectively a no-show, leaving
their esports scene to be run

by independent parties and
fans and contributing as little
as a Switch Pro Controller.
Even their official events,
like the Smash Ultimate
North American Open
or Inkling Invitational for
“Splatoon 2,” seem to have
little hype and relatively
paltry prices.
Last year’s SSBU North
American Open, for instance,
was held entirely online save
for the 1v1 finals held at the
Frostbite tournament
in Detroit.
The winnings there are
low-stakes, with last year’s
first place winner, Team
SoloMid’s Gavin “Tweek”
Dempsey took home just shy
of $5,000.
While this is a seemingly
impressive amount, keep in
mind that the “Hearthstone”
Collegiate Championship,
a tournament for the digital
card game “Hearthstone,” had
a much higher payout.
Despite arguably
requiring less technical skill
and definitely requiring
much less mechanical skill
than “Super Smash Bros.
Ultimate,” the first place
winner of the “Hearthstone”
Collegiate Championship
won a $9,000 scholarship.
With esports on the rise,
they are already being left in
the dust by their competitors.
It’s quite telling that
according to Dexerto, an
esports publication, as soon
as Shuton was handed his
prize, it broke.
Follow The Spartan Daily
on Twitter
@SpartanDaily

six awards: Best costume
design, original music
score, adapted screenplay,
supporting actress, actress
and best picture.
However, Gerwig herself,
who brought each award to
life, was missing from the
running of best director.
If there was a distinct
separation between male
and female direction, one
would naturally assume
that Gerwig would be
going home with the Oscar
for best female director.
From 2007 to 2019,
there have been 57 female

diversity issues in the
entertainment industry.
Yet, in that same time
frame only two women
have been nominated for
their direction. That’s less
than one percent of the
incredibly talented women
that poured their sweat
and tears into creating
fantastic entertainment
that reeled in revenue.
Over the years, in the
name of misguided full
disclosure or transparency,
the academy has released
some of the names of
the 8,000 people on the
nomination committee.
These names have
included female actresses
Mindy Kaling and Rashida
Jones. A great way to
diversify their membership
was inducting two women
of color.

the membership list on their
website and were proud to
state that “nine branches
invited more women than
men,” and that did not
include the directors.
It is evident that the
gender disparity in the
award ceremony is not
going to dissipate if they
are not willing to integrate
the categories on the basis
of creativity.
Until the governing
board can decide on the
all-or-nothing approach
on gender segregation,
women will not have a
fighting chance.

Follow Shruthi on Instagram
@shruthilakshmanan
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Turnover-prone Spartans fall flat
By Briana Conte
STAFF WRITER

The San Jose State
women’s
basketball
team duked it out in a
close game against the
University of Nevada,
Reno but ultimately fell
short 80-76.
This home loss against
the Wolfpack (12-12,
5-8 MWC) results in
the Spartans (15-8, 9-3
MWC) losing two in a
row soon after their sixgame winning streak was
snapped by the University
of Wyoming last Saturday.
“We, all as one, need to
do better at protecting the
ball,” sophomore guard
Ayzhiana Basallo said.
The Spartans had 16
turnovers throughout the
night.
“I had half of the
turnovers,” Basallo said.
Nevada put immense
pressure on the Spartans
and were physical all
night,
resulting
in
Basallo’s rough night with
turnovers.

e n t i r e WOLFPACK
g a m e ,
making
seven
of
her eight
field goal
a t t e m p t s , SPARTANS
but the rest
of the team
had a poor
shooting
night overall.
Junior guard Megan
Anderson had an off
night, shooting 1-5 from
three-point range.
“I thought they played
harder than we did,” head
coach Jamie Craighead
said. “It looked like we
played very slow to me.”
In the second quarter,
the Spartans had the lead
and by the third quarter,
the two teams went back
and forth until Nevada
took over late in the game.
By the fourth quarter,
t h re e
c ons e c ut ive
turnovers by SJSU allowed
Nevada to take the lead at
74-71.
Nevada guard Miki’ala
Maio came off the bench

80
76

I thought they played harder than we
did. It looked like we played very slow to
me.
Jamie Craighead

head coach

However, Basallo put a
game-high 20 points on
the board followed by
junior foward Tyra White,
who scored 17 points and
picked up seven rebounds.
White also missed only
one shot throughout the

and scored a floater.
Forward Imani Lacy put
the nail in the coffin with
a jumper that made it a
4-point lead.
On the next play, Maio
stole the ball from Basallo
as the last seconds of the

BRIANA CONTE | SPARTAN DAILY

Head coach Jamie Craighead tries to motivate her team during a timeout in the Spartans’ 80-76 home loss.

game ticked off the clock,
sealing the deal for the
visiting Wolfpack.
Nevada’s bench came
alive in the game as it had
33 points compared to the
mere 9 bench points from
SJSU.
The rotation of players
kept the women refreshed
on the court and it showed
at the end of the game.
The Spartans only had
three players in double
figures for the night.
“We just gotta take
care of the ball. We gotta
go to every pass,” junior
forward Cyndi Lewis said.
Despite the loss against
Nevada, the team has their
eyes set on the next game
when they take on rival,
Fresno State University.
“We feel like we owe it
to Fresno State to go and

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

beat them on their home
court and you know if our
team plays well were fully
capable of doing that,”
Craighead said.
The Bulldogs stole a
game against the Spartans
in overtime the last time
they played. SJSU will
look to avenge one of
their few home losses on
the road this Wednesday.

Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter
@SpartanDaily

UPCOMING
HOME GAME
Air Force vs. SJSU
Feb. 15 @ 2 p.m.

BRIANA CONTE | SPARTAN DAILY

Sophomore guard Raziya Potter leaps for the layup over
a Nevada defender for 2 of her 9 points in the game.

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

JOKIN’
AROUND
What did the tie
say to the hat?

You go on
ahead and I’ll
hang around.

SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. Publicize
5. Rabbet
9. Burrowing marine mollusk
13. Countertenor
14. Blockage of the intestine
16. Orderly
17. Observed
18. Profoundness
19. On the left or right
20. Body
22. A self-absorbed person
24. Vats
26. Latin name for our planet
27. Fables
30. Something of small
importance
33. Listening devices
35. A skin disease
37. Since
38. Prevaricating
41. Islet
42. Thumps
45. Disunite
48. Sleeping sickness carrier
51. Shrunken
52. Vagrant
54. 8 bits of data

55. Utters with a spitting
sound
59. Merriment
62. A rigid circular band
63. French school
65. Unusual
66. By mouth
67. A simple seat
68. Decorative case
69. A Greek territorial unit
70. Hurried
71. Backwards “Reed”
DOWN
1. Long ago
2. Margarine
3. Resembling snoring
4. The shaved crown of a head
5. Accomplished
6. Beers
7. Storehouse
8. Wall plug
9. Manioc
10. 53 in Roman numerals
11. Contributes
12. Encounter
15. Bake in a shallow dish
21. Death notice

23. Dainty
25. Secure against leakage
27. Smack
28. Not loose
29. Operative
31. Burn
32. Staring intently
34. Take in slowly
36. Gave the once-over
39. At this time
40. Smooth-tongued
43. Tenfold
44. Immediately
46. Unleavened bread
47. No longer working
49. Locations
50. Builds
53. Sag
55. Not barefoot
56. Minute opening
57. Rich soil
58. Blackthorn
60. Not false
61. Inheritor
64. A late time of life
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CORE ON THE COB

Raw fish and rice is not very nice
Chris Core
OPINION EDITOR

College students have
some of the weirdest
tendencies when it comes
to food.
They crave a ball-filled
milk drink that tastes
like creamer, stuff their
stomachs with a warm cup
of plastic noodles and for
some odd reason, love to

eat raw fish rolled in rice.
I, on the other hand,
have dodged this trap for
22 years of my life but sadly
this act of evasion has come
to an end.
Don’t get me wrong, I
sure do love seafood with
all my crabby heart, but a
fish belongs on the grill and
not raw in my mouth.
Shrimp has always been
the little crustacean that I
can’t get enough of, but it’s
usually been grilled to a
crisp.
Walking
into
Ariake Sushi, I had high
hopes and an empty
stomach that was not sure
what to expect.

Crab is always fun to
crack and make a mess
with, but never have I felt
fear when it came to eating
it.
Sushi had me more
spooked than a little ball of
rolled rice should.
Ariake Sushi sure did
know how to relax a
virgin raw-fish eater, the
restaurant made me feel like
I was a young boy again.
In the middle of the
restaurant there was a
flowing river with little
wooden boats that ferried
chef-crafted sushi for the
customer’s choosing.
It was a magnificent
sight, so naturally I sat at
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the river of sushi awaiting
my first roll.
Never having had sushi
in my life left me at a mild
disadvantage when it came
to ordering, nothing really
looked appetizing because
it looked all the same – raw
and cold.
My brain remembered
that quite literally every
hipster in the world talks
about California rolls.
Thankfully so, the first
plate that the little wooden
boat delivered me was
exactly that.
Good ol’ classic crab,
avocado and cucumber
inside rice and seaweed –
cool.
That
was
my
steppingstone. The moment
I had never been waiting
for, so I dove right in and
shoved the first piece into
my mouth soy sauceless.
To my surprise, it wasn’t
awful.
It had a crunchy texture
from the small seaweed
wrap and left cold crab
mush swashing around my
mouth.
I couldn’t really taste the
avocado but I didn’t mind,
it was more crab than sushi.
Nerves eased. I prepared
for my second venture, the
Philadelphia roll.
Now you may be asking
yourself, this is Japanese
cuisine, why are you getting
two rolls named after places
in America?
And my answer to that
question is. . . I don’t think
when I’m nervous.
The Philadelphia roll
had salmon, avocado and

palate points
Ariake Sushi
Rating:

*
*out of five
cream cheese, which is a
rough start considering I
absolutely can’t stand cream
cheese, but I thought this
might change my mind.
It didn’t.
The cream cheese felt
warm in my mouth which
is extremely uncomfortable
when everything else is cold
and mushy.
I never tasted a hint of
salmon because all I could
feel on my tongue was
avocado mush and cream
cheese mush – and boy, that
doesn’t taste good.
After two rolls, sushi is
all tied up for me actually
enjoying it and it all comes
down to the final roll.
The tuna lover.
Within this roll there was
white tuna, red tuna and
avocado.
Believe it or not, I’ve
never had tuna before, so I
wasn’t really sure what I was
thinking, but my taste buds
wanted to live on the edge.
I can honestly say that
I have never put anything
more chewy in my mouth
in my entire life.
I felt like a pelican that
just swooped down and
grabbed a fish out of the
Pacific Ocean and was
struggling to get the damn

Cuisine:
Japanese
Location:
1008 Blossom
Hill Road
Price:
$$
fish down its throat while
the fish flopped around its
gullet.
Minutes must have
passed by before I could
get it down, and by the end
of the first piece, I couldn’t
even
imagine
eating
another.
I still did anyway.
The second was just as
bad as the first and at that
moment I had to reexamine
why I was even doing this
in the first place.
I waited 22 long years
to try something that I can
genuinely say I never want
to eat ever again.
I can’t even tell you how
much my bill was because I
was so excited to leave the
place.
If you love sushi, that’s
great, but never ask me to
go with you. Please.
Follow Chris on Twitter
@ChrisCore24
After 22 years of living
off PB&J and pasta,
opinion editor Chris Core
has decided to expand his
food experiences and try
common foods for the first
time. “Core on the Cob” will
appear every other Tuesday.
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‘Donut Day’ celebrated with art and music
By Bryanna Bartlett
STAFF WRITER

Lit up in color, a portion
of the SoFA Art District in
downtown San Jose was
redesigned and revamped
on Saturday in honor of
the late Detroit rapper and
producer, J Dilla.
Donut Day was coproduced by The Come
Up and Bay Beats Summit.
The hosts gave shining
testimony of Dilla’s work
on his final studio album,
2006’s “Donuts.”
The Come Up and
Bay Beats Summit are
local music collectives
in San Jose’s downtown
community that allow beat
makers, bands, DJs and
artists to showcase their
talent.
“We just took both of
our elites and blended
them together and we
made this crazy show,” Bay
Beats Summit producer
Austin Avila said.
Avila and The Come
Up co-producer, Isaiah
Wilson, worked for weeks
to curate this event.
“One thing we had to
really think about was if
we were able to cover the
cost,” Wilson said. “We
wanted to pay the artists
performing.”
The
Come
Up
has
organized
guest
performances at venues
such as The Ritz, Cafe
Stritch and Garden at the
Flea. This event was the
first independent showcase
for the collective avidly
promoting a dedicated
space to visual art and
sound.
Given that there are not
a lot of all-age inclusive
music venues in downtown
San Jose, Wilson said The
Come Up is a fun side
project to help better the
local music scene.

“People want to be in a
place where they can just
chill and vibe,” Wilson
said.
From
7
p.m.
to
midnight,
about
200 audience members
grooved to the sounds
within the brick walls.
“I really felt at home.
I felt really comfortable
with the community and
the vibe . . . the music felt
like it connected to all of
us, resonating at the right
times” Antonia Briones,
a 27-year-old audience
member and aspiring
producer, said.

This is what the
community needs,
this is what the
world needs. We
need to have more
artists and more
people coming out
to stuﬀ like this.
William Corduroy

William Corduroy lead singer

Visual artists such as
Ivan Gonzalez, Dulce
Gambo,
Francisco
Ramirez and Victor Peres
created pieces specifically
as a tribute to Dilla and
auctioned them off during
the entire show.
Their art created a visual
journey before reaching
the stage and was saturated
with colorful sprinkled
donuts.
“I’m just here to celebrate
Dilla, his legacy, his
birthday,” Peres, digital art
and animation junior at
Cogwels Polytechnic College
said. “I’m here to showcase
who I am and what I do.”

Artists in graphics,
graffiti and posters were
also selling their work at
tables scattered near the
entrance.
Deeper into the venue,
the performance stage
was flooded in neon
pink, blue, red and purple
colors and spotlighted by
kaleidoscope visuals.
Beat maker, producer
and multi-instrumentalist
Bad Snacks said, “Intimate
events like this are always
unreal. Everyone is just so
present.”
Bad Snacks visited from
Los Angeles and mixed her
beat tape, sang and glided
with her violin on stage.
Alongside
her
were
locally-known
performers Knowmadic,
William Corduroy, Irata,
Something Ok, DJ Emz
and DJ Llama.
“I honestly didn’t expect
that many people,” William
Corduroy lead singer,
Willaim Corduroy said.
He was not only shocked
by the audience and their
energy, but inspired by
how much art surrounded
the room.
“This is what the
community needs, this is
what the world needs. We
need to have more artists
and more people coming
out to stuff like this,”
Corduroy said.
Avila
and
Wilson
swayed with the front
row audience members,
content that their vision
of the night was fully
realized.
“I just couldn’t believe it,
it felt like a crazy dream,”
Avila said. “Everyone was
feeling it, it warmed my
heart to see everyone enjoy
it.”
BRYANNA BARTLETT | SPARTAN DAILY

Follow Bryanna on Twitter
@brybartlett

Top: Members of the band William Corduroy play their groovy tunes to a lively crowd.
Bottom: Various artists displayed their colorful artwork at Donut Day at the
SoFA Art District, each piece showed the artist’s eccentric personality and style.

‘Suicide Squad’ spin-off struggles
By Dan Nguyen

movie
review

STAFF WRITER

It’s possible for crazy
people to fall out of love,
especially for someone
like Joker, and now it is
time for his ex-girlfriend
Harley Quinn to move on
from heartbreak.
In an installation of the
DC Universe, “Birds of
Prey” is a spin-off to the
2016 film “Suicide Squad”
and follows Harley Quinn,
played by Margot Robbie,
and the Birds of Prey
members who support her
in her fight against Black
Mask, played by Ewan
McGregor.
The film mainly centers
on Harley Quinn, with
little emphasis on the
actual Birds of Prey.
Harley
Quinn’s
comrades are a group
of all-female vigilantes
including Black Canary,
a hero with a killer voice,
Renee Montoya, a Gotham
City
police
detective
out to make a name for
herself, and Huntress, an
individual with a tragic
backstory similar to Bruce
Wayne.
“Birds of Prey” is an
origin story about how
the group came to be and
although Black Canary
and Renee Montoya were
outstanding characters, the
group itself does little but
show up to fight and serve
as comedic relief at times.

“Birds of Prey”
Rating:


Directed by:
Cathy Yan
Starring:
Margot Robbie,
Ewan McGregor
Genre:
Crime/Action
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Margot Robbie, who stars as Harley Quinn, poses for cameras at the London Premiere of “Birds of Prey” on Jan 29.

The
actresses
for
Black Canary, Huntress,
Renee Montoya, and
Cassandra Cain have
fantastic chemistry while
interacting with Harley
Quinn. But as a group,
they lack the cohesiveness
one would expect the
Birds of Prey to display.
Not only that but
the
film
lacks
the
potential for character
development within the
group, resulting in onedimensional characters.

The film does a good
job of explaining why
the women team up
with Harley Quinn but
with little screen time,
it is hard as an audience
member to develop an
emotional attachment to
these characters.
Black Mask, also known
as Roman Sionis, serves
as a contrast to the Joker
while still embracing the
classic villanous dark
side. He enjoys torturing
his victims along with

showing no remorse if his
goons are killed.
Black Mask is depicted
as a cold and narcissistic
man-child who throws
temper tantrums when he
doesn’t get what he wants.
Director Cathy Yan
does not hold back on the
gore and mutilation as the
film is much more violent
than what the trailers
tease.
There are fight scenes
in the middle of the film
where Harley Quinn goes

on a rampage against
the Gotham City Police
Department in which
the
cinematography
showcases Harley Quinn’s
fighting prowess.
The action sequences
have
some
great
choreography
compared
to other DC Comics films
such as the “Batman v
Superman: Dawn of Justice”
warehouse scene where
Batman viciously beats up
thugs holding a secondary
character hostage.

“Batman v Superman”
might have been brutal
but “Birds of Prey” takes
everything up a notch.
The action sequences
are filmed in wide shots,
which director Cathy Yan
executed with the help of
“John Wick” director Chad
Stahelski, showcasing oldschool action.
If you’re a fan of the
movies or lore behind DC
Comics characters, this
movie is definitely worth
watching for the action
and fun comic book
characters, even if they
are not characterized or
developed very well.

Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter
@SpartanDaily

